INSTRUMENTS   OF  POLICY

defence of clraq from external aggression, she had not up to the
end of 1928 in practice assumed this responsibility.1

Out of the desire to rid themselves of the 'perplexing predica-
ment' which 'Iraqis saw on every side, developed one of the
strongest sources of national indignation and of opposition
which, as time passed. Great Britain had to face in 'Iraq.

1 Cf. Report on Administration of 'Iraq for the Year 1928, Colonial No. 44
(1929), pp. 26-7. The report professes to see the 'perplexing predicament* as
existing only in the imagination of the fervid patriots of ' Iraq.
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